
The American Legion 
 

 
 
 

          For God and Country 
 

MINUTES OF THE DEPARTMENT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING, SATURDAY, 
MARCH 12, 2016, AT DAGSBORO POST #24, DAGSBORO, DE 

 
At 11:00 AM, the Department Executive Committee was called to order by Department 
Commander James Gallagher. 
 

OPENING CEREMONIES 
 

Opening ceremonies were completed per the Officer’s Guide and Manual of Ceremonies with 
Wayne Hicks, Chaplain, offering the Opening Prayer. Commander James Gallagher declared the 
Department Executive Committee meeting regularly convened. 
 

ROLL CALL 
 
Roll Call by Department Adjutant Richard J. Santos. He reported that DSO Joseph Houghton, 
SAA James Stewart, DEC Lee Glasco, DEC Aleta Krauss, DEC Roland Placente, and PDC 
Larry J. Marcouillier asked to be excused due to illness or a previous commitment.  
  

Department Officers Name 7/10 9/26 11/14 1/30 3/12   

Commander James Gallagher P P P P P

1st Vice-Commander Jeffrey Crouser P P P P P

2nd Vice-Commander MaryAnna Moderhak P P P P P

Adjutant Richard J. Santos P P P P P

Assistant Adjutant Robert Michael P P P P P

Finance Officer John A. Endres P P P P P

Judge Advocate Davis Wright P P

Asst. Judge Advocate Dennis Dinneen

Chaplain R. Wayne Hicks P P P

Service Officer Joseph Houghton P P P P

Historian Robert Royland P P P P

Sergeant-At-Arms James Stewart P P P P

Past Dept. Commander Robert Michael P P P P P

Past Dept. Commander John A. Endres P P P P P

Past Dept. Commander James M. Brady, Jr. P
 

Department of Delaware, The American Legion, Inc. 
P.O. Box 930, Seaford, DE 19973-0930 
Tel: 302.628.5221 
E-mail:  adjutant@delegion.org  
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Roll Call by Department Adjutant Richard J. Santos (Continued): 

7/10 9/26 11/14 1/30 3/12

National Officers Name

NEC Kenneth Whitman P P P P

ANEC John A. Endres P P P P P

District Commanders   

 

New Castle District Edward Colaprete P P P P P

Kent District James Cole P P P P

Sussex District James Lafferty P P P P P

District Vice-Commanders

New Castle District Paul Smith P

Kent District Scott Holmes P P P

Sussex District Gary Shols P P P P

DEC

New Castle District Aleta Krauss P P P P

New Castle District Raymond Abbott P P P P

Kent District Kim Endres P P P P P

Kent District Larry Marcouillier P P P P

Kent District John Roberts P P

Sussex District Bettylou Evans P P P P

Sussex District Lee Glasco P P P

Sussex District Agustin P. Govin, Sr. P P P P

Sussex District Richard Jefferson P P P P P

Sussex District Roland Placente P P P

   

Raymond Trabbold

Clarence Jackson

John Jackson

Margaret Reining P P

Edward Phillips, Jr.

Bettylou Evans P P P P

Past Department Commanders

 
 

  



3  Minutes DEC 2016-03-12 
 
 

Carl Platner

Charles Armbruster, Jr. P P P

Thomas Burns

Dale Nauman

Corbit Goff

Lyman Brenner P P P

Ruth McBride

Larry Marcouillier P P P P

Edward Feeley P P

Kenneth Whitman P P P P

James Brady P

John Endres P P P P P

Robert Michael P P P P P

 
QUORUM 

 
 Commander Gallagher declared a quorum present.  

 
GUESTS 

 
 None.  
 

TECHNICAL MOTION 
 
A motion by Jeffrey Crouser and seconded by Richard Jefferson that non-members of the 

Department Executive Committee are permitted to make reports. Motion passed. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

A motion by Jeffrey Crouser and seconded by James Cole to approve the Minutes of the 
January 30, 2016 Department Executive Committee meeting as distributed by the Department 
Adjutant. Motion passed. 

 
OPENING REMARKS BY DEPARTMENT COMMANDER JAMES GALLAGHER 

  
 He thanked everyone for their effort in attempting to make the Big 12 membership bid. 
Unfortunately the Department fell short by just over 1% of the goal. Please look at the current 
report and see where you stand for the year. He still believes that the Department can make 
100% with a little more effort. He deferred to Vice-Commander Crouser for a more in depth look 
at the numbers. 
 The Department is currently proceeding with attempts to develop posts at the Del-Tech 
campuses. There has been interested shown also at a few other schools. This is being done 
through the veterans’ clubs on campus, not thru school administrations. 
 Everyone has had time to review the itinerary for the National Commander’s visit this 
coming week. Please try to have a substantial numbers of members at each post being visited. 
For those posts not scheduled for a visit, please try to attend one at a post closest to you. Let's 
show them what a great organization the Department of Delaware really is. 
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 Lastly, he reminded everyone to please get their members whether members from The 
American Legion, American Legion Auxiliary or Sons of The American Legion signed up on the 
free accidental death and dismemberment insurance coverage provided by the Legionnaire’s 
Insurance Trust (LIT). This opportunity has been discussed all year and there has been an 
increase in members signing up. 
 

NATIONAL OFFICER REPORTS 
 

National Commander Dale Barnett’s Message 
 

 The purpose of the awareness walks is to let the public know that we are here. It might be 
a youth program, our support for veterans or something else, but we all have our reasons for 
joining and that’s a good thing. Hoosier Boys State had a huge impact on me and inspired me to 
attend West Point. These walks are a way to let people know about what The American Legion 
Family has to offer. 
 There are awareness walks planned in the upcoming months in several departments. I 
encourage you to plan a Walk for Veterans event on March 15, the Legion’s 97th birthday, or 
conduct one during your department’s convention this summer. Don’t let weather hold you back 
from raising community awareness about the Legion; be creative on where to conduct a walk, 
such as inside a mall. 
 And when you’re hosting an awareness walk, remember a component of the walk – 
raising funds for an American Legion program, such as the National Emergency Fund (NEF). 
NEF is my primary fundraiser, with a goal of raising $1 million. NEF has helped American 
Legion posts recover from major natural disasters such as Superstorm Sandy and Hurricane 
Katrina while providing temporary financial relief for Legionnaires recovering from tornadoes, 
floods, wildfires and more. 
 As of March 10, $172,558 has been raised for NEF. It’s so important, no matter what 
your donation is - $5, $10 or more - you are helping veterans in need. That’s what we do in The 
American Legion. 
 
NEC: Kenneth Whitman 
 
 The American Legion Washington, DC Conference was held February 21-24, 2016 at the 
Washington Hilton Hotel.  
 On February 21, a Department Commanders’ meeting with the National Commander was 
held to discuss the membership strategic plan. A reception was hosted by candidates for National 
Commander at the American Legion Post 136, Greenbelt, Maryland.  
 On February 22, meetings were attended by members from the Delaware American 
Legion and Auxiliary for VA&R, National Security, Finance, Legislative and Veterans’ Benefits. 
 On February 23, the "Commander's Call and Know Before You Go" meeting was held in 
the morning. This meeting was a joint session at which members of Congress, U.S. Departments 
of Veterans Affairs and Defense presented information on topics of importance for the veteran 
and military communities. In the afternoon, Department members met with Senators Thomas 
Carper and Christopher Coons and staff for Representative John Carney. We provided them with 
a copy of The American Legion Legislative Agenda. Items discussed were: ensure real 
accountability within the VA Healthcare System, issues at VAMC Elsmere observed personally 
by Delaware Legion/Auxiliary volunteers, veteran homelessness, repeal of the Disabled Veterans 
Tax on disability compensation, and funds for Home of the Brave. 
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 On February 24, several Delaware members attended the National Commander's 
testimonial on the Legion's legislative priorities before a joint hearing of the U.S. Senate and 
House Veterans Affairs Committees.  
  
ANEC: John A. Endres 
  
 He joined NEC Whitman in the activities of the 2016 Washington Conference. NEC 
Whitman has provided an outline of the events. 
 National Commander Dale Barnett’s special project is the National Emergency Fund 
(NEF). NEF is his primary fundraiser, with a goal of raising $1 million. NEF has helped 
American Legion posts recover from, and provided temporary financial relief to Legionnaires 
for, major natural disasters. 
 Commander Barnett has requested departments to hold awareness walks to coincide with 
his visitations. The purpose of the awareness walks is to let the public know that The American 
Legion is here. It might be a youth program, our support for veterans or something else, but we 
all have our reasons for joining and that’s a good thing. These walks are a way to let people 
know about what The American Legion Family has to offer. 
 With national elections looming in the near future, the National Commander, Adjutant, 
and Judge Advocate are very concerned with partisan politics involving Legionnaires and posts. 
National Adjutant Daniel S. Wheeler published a bulletin “Election Year Reminders on Partisan 
Politics and Voting” which is addendum 1 to the Minutes. He urged the leadership of the posts to 
re-print the bulletin and give it the widest dissemination. 
  

DISTRICT COMMANDER REPORTS 
 
New Castle District 
 
Commander Edward Colaprete reported that the New Castle District held its bi-monthly meeting 
on January 6, 2016. The following posts reported: 
• Post 13 – On Feb 7th personnel attended the Welcome Home ceremony for Det. 7 

Operational Support Airlift Agency (OSAA). The newest member of the post was one of the 
returnees. On Feb 7th personnel attended the Duncan Award Ceremony at DE National 
Guard HQ in New Castle. On Feb 9th personnel attended Delaware National Guard Prayer 
Breakfast at the Cavaliers Country Club. On Feb 18th personnel attended the District 
Oratorical at the VA Hosp. On Mar 18th personnel will be attending the National 
Commander’s Banquet at Walter L. Fox Post 2 in Dover. On Mar 25th personnel will be 
attending the 16th Annual Medal Of Honor Ceremony at Sgt. William Nelson VFW Post 
3792 in Middletown. On May 30 the Post will be having their annual Memorial Day parade.  

• Post 18 –Post is sponsoring a girls’ softball team from Talleyville and will be doing the flag 
ceremony on opening day. Post is sponsoring a JROTC at Mt. Pleasant High School. New 
Castle Country Day is April 21. Post will be awarding a scholarship in May. May 30 will be 
the 149th Wilmington Memorial day Parade. 12 members will be attending the National 
Commander banquet. 

• Post 25 - The post has been approached by a local Boy Scout Troop for sponsorship. It 
requires a $40 fee every year & a liaison (with a completed background check) to meet with 
them periodically. They will be a valuable asset in terms of community projects. 

 Ray Abbott received a phone call from the State of Delaware regarding the corporate name 
change. Supplied the last of the required information and should have our copy within a few 
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weeks (Sound familiar?). Also, he has received amended charters for the post and squadron, 
reflecting their name change. Next step will be changing their name with the IRS and filing 
our Form 990 once the State has recorded our name change. 

 The post is planning a Beef n Beer for May 14. Tickets will be $25 and will include beer, 
wine, and a DJ with a menu yet to be determined. 

 Raymond Abbott has personally taken on the task of transporting the equipment for the 
Wilmington VA Wheelchair Games Team to the national contest in Salt Lake City, UT. The 
VA is providing a truck, with a fuel card, and Post 28 is supplying their trailer from the 
Warrior Weekend Program. Indications are that our lodging will be covered while in SLC. 
Nevertheless, that would leave us 12 days eating on the road & 6 days lodging, due to the trip 
being 2200 miles each way. I will be setting up a “gofundme” site in the very near future. 
The Wheel chair Games run from 6-27 thru 7-2. However, with 2200 miles each way to drive 
we will be leaving 6-23 & returning 7-5. Any excess funds will be forwarded to the Warrior 
Weekend Project at Post 28. 

• Post 29 –Post did not meet in February due to snow. Attended the District and Department 
Oratorical Contests. Post sponsored 2 boys and presented them with $50.00 gift cards for 
their efforts. Commander made a presentation at the Wilmington Charter School on February 
26 on what it means to be a veteran. Voluntary Services Director Pat Caldwell also attended 
and was presented with a check for $800.00 from the students’ fund raiser for veterans. Post 
membership remains at 96%. 

• Post 30 – Membership as of March 2 was 488 for 89.777%. Donation to National Emergency 
Fund (NEF) in honor of National Commander Dale Barnett. 2 members participated in the 
Polar Bear plunge for Special Olympics. Feb. 14: Valentine’s Day spaghetti dinner. March 
12: St. Patrick’s Day and Stahl Post 65th anniversary birthday party…$15.00/person. March 
16: National Commander’s Luncheon 11:45. March 19: Children’s Easter Party 
w/lunch…1:30 -4:00 pm. April 2: Shrimp and Chicken Feast…all you can eat including 
coleslaw and draft beer…$35.00/person. April 30: Minute to Win It game 
show…$20.00/person 

 Commander Callahan also advised the members about a gang of 2-3 men the area with expired 
membership cards from Albany, New York. Post 30 was robbed of $711.00 and has since taken 
steps to prevent further thefts. He advised that all posts and other Veterans’ organizations 
should be on the lookout for these men and alert the police if they try to enter using expired 
cards. 

 The proposed District Constitution & By-Laws were approved. He thanked all those who 
participated in the District and Department Oratorical contests. He also updated the District 
picnic and that he and Judge Advocate Dwight Lacy will be looking into the USO grounds as an 
option. He congratulated the District on 90+% in membership and encouraged the Posts to do 
whatever they can to increase the membership. 
 He advised that the district will have nomination of officers at the May meeting and will 
caucus and vote at 8:30 AM on the first day of the department convention. Delegates need to be 
present at the convention. He also stated that he would be running for re-election as District 
Commander. 
 DEC Aleta Krauss advised that the Department of Delaware Auxiliary is holding a raffle 
for a completely unassembled gas grill. Tickets are $5.00 each and the grill will be delivered to 
the winner completely unassembled. All monies will go to the Girls State program. 
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Kent District 
 
 Commander James Cole reported that the Kent District posts have been reminded that the 
Post Data Reports are due now. If a post is changing dues rate, it is imperative that they submit the 
report; and, Post Consolidated Reports are due in Department HQ at the end of March.  
 A process of amending the Kent District Constitution & By-laws will resume after the 
two other districts have their Constitution & By-Laws approved. Then, Kent District will resume 
the process of updating and presenting for approval to the Department Executive Committee and 
district council. 
 Commander Cole reported that the District Revitalization will be held at Walter L. Fox 
Post No. 2 commencing at 9:00 AM on March 30th and will end mid-morning Friday, April 1st. 
Each post needs to send representatives to make phone calls. It was discussed that department 
suggested that transfers should not be accepted for posts not present. The district members 
decided that any member wanting to transfer to a post would be permitted to regardless of post 
presence at the revitalization. Department Service Officer Houghton will be at the post all three 
days. Breakfast of coffee and donuts will be available as well as lunch. Sean Sparks from the 
National Headquarters will be here to assist. 
 
Sussex District 
 
 Commander James Lafferty reported that the district’s Fish Fry conducted on February 
20th was very successful. A great deal of thanks goes out to the wonderful volunteers from Oak 
Orchard-Riverdale Post #28 who gave of their time and helped make the event a success. 
 The next meeting of the Sussex District will take place on April 23rd at Post 28 at 11:00 
AM, followed by a Fish Fry, 1:00 to 5:00 PM. This will be the last fund raiser of the year. 
Hopefully, it will be as successful as the one in February. He gave thanks to all who made the 
February event a success. 
 He thanked the posts within the Sussex District for their effort in helping the district 
achieve its 90% membership target on time. He knows it took a lot of work to achieve the target 
and it is going to get even more difficult to reach the next levels of 95 and 100%.  He asks that 
everyone do their best and keep up the good work. He realizes that most people are really trying 
and working hard. If anyone needs help making phone calls or contacting those that have not 
renewed, please call him and he will help. He also asked Department personnel to help as well. 
 He requested that all posts within the Sussex District complete their Consolidated Post 
Report on time and submit to the Department for forwarding to National. This is a very 
important document that we all must complete for National. The data in the CPR provides the 
national organization with the ammunition it needs to show Congress to support The American 
Legion’s fight for veterans’ benefits and legislation that will help our veterans. It also shows 
Congress the amount of time and monies that The American Legion spends on community, 
Americanism, veteran, and children and youth projects. If post has any problems or is unfamiliar 
with the report or have questions filling it out, please contact him and he will be happy to assist. 
 He reminded everyone about the Fish Fry that will follow the district meeting on April 
23, 2016 at Oak Orchard-Riverdale Post #28 to raise funds for the district projects.  
 The Sussex District Caucus will take place on June 11th at Post 28, starting at 11:00 AM. 
Following the caucus, a BBQ lunch will be served. All delegates from the Sussex District posts 
to the Department of Delaware Convention are encouraged to attend and vote for the district 
officers and Department Executive Committeepersons as well as delegates to the National 
Convention. 
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AMERICANISM 
 
Americanism Committee: Lyman Brenner 
 
 Posts need to follow Legion policies, concerning the upcoming elections. Make sure 
everyone reads the National Adjutant’s overview (See Addendum 1) on conduct of Legionnaires 
and posts in the upcoming elections. Also, he re-emphasized the need to follow instructions in an 
Americanism bulletin that he distributed. Basically the same information – but make sure that 
you follow it. Individuals and posts may order from The American Legion pamphlets and signs, 
concerning ‘Get Out and Vote” on veterans’ issues. He requested that posts order and distribute 
them to post members.  
 
Boys State Committee: Lyman Brenner 
 
 2016 Delaware Boys State is June 12-16 at Wesley College, Dover. To date, fifty percent 
of the available Boys State slots are filled. 
 The Department Commander and Vice Commanders will attend the opening ceremonies 
on June 12. Commander Gallagher is invited to give greetings at approximately 3:00 PM. Legion 
members are welcome to attend. 
 The Department Commander and Vice Commanders are invited back for the closing 
ceremonies on June 16th, again at approximately 3:00 PM. Times are fluid due to the completion 
of the presentations by members of the Delaware State House and Senate. A reception will be 
held at Walter L. Fox Post #2, Dover with refreshments for those that arrive prior to the 
ceremony. With the elimination of a banquet, a meal will not be served. 
 Past National commander Robert Turner of Georgia and Americanism Boys Nation 
Director Mike Buss will be Delaware Boys State counselors. Their arrival time and departure 
times are still in the works. He will firm up the times when he meets with them at the Spring 
Americanism and NEC meetings. 
 The County Days dates are as follows: 

April 14 – Sussex County in Georgetown 
April 21 – New Castle County in Wilmington 
April 28 – Kent County in Dover 

He requests a department representative at each event and as usual all Legionnaires are welcome 
to watch the young men in action. They are always impressive. 
 
American Legion Baseball: Roy Lamberton  
 
1. The Department of Delaware American Legion Baseball League presently has 9 teams 

signed up of the 2016 season. They are: 
1. Delaware Post #1  
2. Walter L. Fox Post #2  
3. Milford Post #3  
4. Nanticoke Post #6 
5. Lt. J. Allison O'Daniel Post #10, Newark 
6. Richard C. DuPont Post #18  
7. Canal Post #25 
8. Joseph B. Stahl Memorial Post #30, New Castle 
9. Delvets Post #1 
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2. The Rules and Zone Recruiting Maps need to be submitted prior to the date of the next DEC 
meeting. The DEC needs to approve any changes to these documents at the meeting. 

3. Legion posts sponsoring teams should encourage their managers to submit players for the 
Legion Baseball Scholarships. 3 of the last 4 years, Delaware players have been selected as 
the Mid-Atlantic representative on the Legion All-Academic Team. 

4. Special Games for 2016 – DEC members are encouraged to attend. 
1. Walter L. Fox Post #2 hosts the annual Boy’s State Game at Wesley College during 

Boy’s State, June 13 or 14th.  
2. Joseph B. Stahl Memorial Post #30 at Canal Post #25 on June 11th. 
3. The Annual Joseph B. Stahl Memorial Post #30 - 4th of July game – 11:00 AM at Wilson 

Field. 
5. The State Baseball Tournament will be held July 23 – 28 at Wilson Field, Joseph B. Stahl 

Memorial Post #30 hosting. 
 
Children & Youth Committee: Sharon Sheriff 
 
 Qualified children of Legion-eligible veterans may receive up to $2,500 through the 
Legion's Temporary Financial Assistance (TFA) program. TFA grants can provide a lifeline to 
veteran families in need during times like these as they help meet the costs of shelter, food, 
utilities and health expenses. During disasters where a family has lost a home or it's been 
severely damaged, TFA could be used to help cover mortgage costs while that family pays for 
temporary housing. TFA is limited to minor children (17 years or younger) whose biological 
parent, or legal guardian, is a veteran and is, or would have been, eligible for American Legion 
membership.  
 However, Legion membership is not required to receive a TFA grant. Children 18 to 20 
years old will also be considered if a current disability requires special schooling or indefinite in-
home ca re, or they are enrolled in an approved high school and unmarried. Those wishing to 
apply for a TFA grant must contact the Department Chair for Children & Youth, Sharon Sheriff. 
 
Scouting: Daniel Seeman 
 
 2016 Eagle Scout of the Year applications are online. The American Legion Eagle Scout 
of the Year will receive a $10,000 scholarship and three runner-up scholarship awards of $2,500 
each will be granted. Applications were due to department headquarters by March l; department 
nominee submissions must be sent to National Headquarters by April l. The download for an 
application is under Americanism at www.legion.org/publications.  
 There was one application in the name of Liam P. O’Connor, 203 North Layton Avenue, 
Wyoming, DE 19934. He is in the 12th grade at Caesar Rodney High School with a 4.0 grade 
average and number 2 in the class. He received his Eagle Scout on September 9, 2012 in Troop 
#24. Mr. O’Connor’s application was sent to National on March 7, 2016. 
 

Conventions & Meetings 
 
Convention Committee: Bettylou Evans 
 
 Immediately following the DEC meeting, there will be a short meeting. Later in the 
month, there will be meeting with representatives of Dover Downs Hotel & Casino with 
Commander James Gallagher, First Vice-Commander Jeffrey Crouser, Second Vice-Commander 
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MaryAnna Moderhak, Department Adjutant Richard Santos, and her attending. As of now, there 
are not any changes from last year. The dates are July 7-8, 2016. Price of rooms $141 per night. 
When calling for a reservation please use the code GAMER 16. 
 The American Legion, American Legion Auxiliary and Sons of The American Legion 
will hold their 2016 convention sessions in the same rooms used in 2015. 
 The Department Hospitality Room again will be on Wednesday and Thursday nights in 
the Fire & Ice Lounge. The drink and snacks provided last year will again be served. The first 
post commitment to the hospitality room is from Henlopen Post #5 for $1,000. Vice-Commander 
Crouser reminded all posts that they can use the 40% contribution money from their video lottery 
machines to support the Department Convention Hospitality Room; ear mark it “American 
Legion Programs.”  
 Commander Gallagher and he will be contacting posts toward assisting in funding the 
room. Individual delegates will be able to partake at a fee of $30 per night. It was emphasized 
that $30 per night is rather cheap when one goes to the casino bars and pays $10 or more for one 
alcoholic beverage without any finger food. 
 
Program Convention Book: Kim Endres 
 
 The 2016 convention book ads are available at the following rates: Inside Front Cover 
and Back Cover $250; Back Inside Cover $225; Full Page $125; Half Page $65; and Business 
Card $25.  
 Boosters remain the same at $1 per name. There are still some posts that are submitting 
two names on one line (Mr. and Mrs. - Bobby & Sue) and only contributed a dollar. It is not a 
dollar a line but a dollar per name.  
 She revamped the forms (See Addendum 2 and 3) this year to help clarify some 
information both for the seller and the Department. 
 
2016 American Legion Convention Shirt: Jeffrey Crouser  
 
 He and his wife, Rebecca, are wearing the 2016 American Legion Convention Shirt See 
Addendum 9). He wears the men’s style; she wears the woman’s style. They are charcoal gray; 
no pocket. Cost for a small to XL will be $30; 2XL and larger will be $35. Delaware 
Correctional Industries (DCI) is the contractor. The FY-2016 Budget provides for the purchase 
and resale of the shirts. 
 Motion by Kenneth Whitman and seconded by Richard Jefferson to proceed with the 
purchase and resale at small to XL $30 and 2XL and larger $35 in charcoal gray through DCI. 
Motion passed. 
 
2016 National Commander’s Visit/Tour: Richard J. Santos  
 
 National Commander Dale Barnett will visit the Department of Delaware, March 16-18, 
2016. Activities in the three districts and several posts are planned; meetings with Francis D. 
Vavala, MG, Adjutant General, Delaware National Guard, and with the Director, VAMC 
Wilmington, have been confirmed. Tours of Dover AFB and Delaware Veterans Home are 
confirmed. 
 Visits to Joseph B. Stahl Memorial Post #30, Sussex Post #8, Dagsboro Post #24, 
Callaway-Kemp-Raughley-Tee Post #7, Nanticoke Post #6, Oak Orchard-Riverdale Post #28, 
and Henlopen Post #5.  
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 National Commander Barnett’s project is the National Emergency Fund (NEF). His goal 
is $1,000,000. Posts, squadrons, and districts are urged to make their presentation of donation to 
the NEF, directly to the Commander Barnett, while he visits the Department of Delaware. 
 
2016 National Commander’s Banquet: Richard J. Santos 
 
 In conjunction with the official visit, the Department of Delaware will hold a banquet to 
honor National Commander Barnett on Friday evening, March 18, 2016, commencing with a 
social at 5:45 PM, followed by dinner and program, at Walter L. Fox Post #2. The banquet is 
sold out at 161 attendees. 
 For those that may need overnight accommodations, the MainStay Suites, 201 Stover 
Blvd., Dover, DE 19901 is being utilized as the Department HQ hotel. The hotel telephone 
number is 302-678-8383. The MainStay Suites is located directly adjacent (north side) to Walter 
L. Fox Post #2. 
 
 2016 National Convention: Richard J. Santos  
 
 The 2016 National Convention is scheduled from August 24 to September 1, 2016 in 
Cincinnati, Ohio. The Department of Delaware hotel is the Hyatt Regency Cincinnati. Southeast 
quadrant of West Fifth Street (One way East) and Elm Street (One way North). The Hyatt is 
located in the epicenter of downtown Cincinnati, connected to Saks Fifth Avenue and just one 
block from Fountain Square. The hotel is connected to the city’s 16-block Skywalk network 
which offers easy access to a great variety of exclusive shops and renowned dining 
establishments. The convention center is the Duke Energy Convention Center, diagonally across 
the street from the Hyatt on the northwest quadrant. 

Place:               Hyatt Regency Cincinnati 
                        151 West Fifth Street, Cincinnati, OH 45202 
                        513-579-1234       
Rooms/Rates:  11 Kings          $133 + 23.27   = $156.27 
                        8 Doubles        $133 + 23.27   = $156.27 
                        Additional Occupant $15 per day per person             
Valet Parking: $28 per day 
Self-Parking:   Hotel has no self-parking.  
Adjacent private lot used. $19 per day. No in/out privileges. 

 Room reservation forms and an overview of the hotel and the surrounding area were 
distributed. The rooms are at a first come – first serve basis. All were urged to get their 
completed and signed form and one night’s deposit to Department HQ as soon as possible. 
Nineteen (19) rooms of the twenty-one (21) rooms in the department block of rooms have been 
reserved. 
 The 2016 National Convention - National Commander's Banquet will be held on 
Tuesday, August 30, 2016, commencing at 6:00 PM in the Duke Energy Convention Center, 
diagonally across the street from our hotel, Hyatt Regency Cincinnati. National Commander 
Dale Barnett has selected Larry Gatlin and the Gatlin Brothers for the entertainment. Tickets are 
$46.00 per person and each table is a round for ten (10) people. Twenty-six tickets have been 
purchased. 
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FINANCE 
 
Department Finance Report: 
 
 Department Finance Officer John A. Endres reported that the Finance Report, dated 
March 8, 2016, for FY-2016, was e-mailed by the department adjutant to the members of the 
Department Executive Committee for their advance review. On a motion by John A. Endres and 
seconded by Kenneth Whitman to accept the report as distributed, subject to audit. Motion 
passed. 
 Motion by John A. Endres and seconded by James Lafferty to pay all legal bills and 
amounts due until such time as the Department Executive Committee holds its next regular 
meeting. Motion passed. 
 
Finance and Budget Committee: Kim Endres 
  
 The committee met two times to prepare the FY-2017 Department Budget. A draft of the 
FY-2017 Department Budget was e-mailed by the Department Adjutant to the members of the 
Department Executive Committee for their pre-meeting perusal. She inquired if anyone had any 
questions on the proposed FY-2017 Department Budget. Hearing none, on a motion by Kim 
Endres and seconded by Bettylou Evans that the FY-2017 Department Budget be approved as 
distributed. Motion passed. 
 In the Department Executive Committee deliberations, earlier in the year, on the FY-2014 
Department Budget, the FY-2016 Department Convention Budget had not been approved. The 
Department Adjutant had e-mailed the members of the Department Executive Committee a copy 
of the proposed FY-2016 Department Convention Budget. She inquired if anyone had questions. 
Hearing none, on a motion by Kim Endres and seconded by Bettylou Evans that the FY-2016 
Department Convention Budget be approved as distributed. Motion passed. 
 
Label Program: Peggy Lou Reining 
 
 The 2016 Spring labels have been mailed by National. Several members of the 
Department Executive Committee verified receipt of their labels. 
 The final 2015 Spring Return Address Labels Report follows: 
 
Donations $16,836.41

Expenses:

Label Printing $4,447.80
Postage 1,379.79
Postage Reminders 1,324.55
Commission 500.00

Less Expenses 7,652.14

Net Contributions $9,184.27  
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Post and Squadron Fundraising: Richard J. Santos  
 
 Department Adjutant Santos advised that all monies raised for individuals by squadrons 
and posts shall be used to pay bills directly, not to the individuals, or into a trust that has been set 
up in a banking institution. To pay the individuals directly is in direct conflict with the Internal 
Revenue Code 501(C)(19). If an individual is paid, the post shall issue an IRS Form 1099 with a 
cover letter to the individual that the individual is responsible for all federal, state and local taxes 
and other deductions that may apply. 
 

INTERNAL AFFAIRS 
 
Headquarters Post #4: Richard J. Santos 
 
 For many years, National has processed the renewals for Post #4 through the Dues Direct 
program at an expense to the Department. After meeting with the Budget Committee, it was 
agreed to no longer use national to process the renewals. With the 2017 membership year, the 
duty and responsibility to process Post #4 renewals will be with the Assistant Department 
Adjutant. 
 
Consolidated Post Reports: Richard J. Santos  
 
 The Consolidated Post Reports were mailed to the posts, yesterday, March 11. The 
completed forms must be received in Department HQ by April 15, 2016 in order to meet the 
deadline of submission to National and to permit the extraction of information for Department 
program reports. Commander James Gallagher has requested that Department Officers and 
District Commanders highlight the need of the completed forms and the filing deadline as they 
make the Post visitations. For the posts who have registered on myLegion.org, the Consolidated 
Post Report Form is on-line. You will need to print a copy for your record and one for 
Department HQ. 
 The due date of April 15, 2016 is in the late term of Post administrative and fiscal years.  
It is suggested that posts use data for activities, hours, and donations for a 365 day period such as 
March 1, 2015 to February 29, 2016. Do not wait for the end of the present governing 
administration or fiscal year to complete the form. This time cycle can be used in ensuing years 
to facilitate the reporting process. 
 Your cooperation and commitment to the timely completion and filing of the CPR are 
requested. The reporting is a very important document in establishing what The American 
Legion does, day in and day out, for our communities, state, and nation. 
 
Post Data Reports: Richard J. Santos  
 
 The 2017 Annual Post Data Reports were mailed to posts on February 24, 2016. The 
form is pre-printed with most post information. Upon receipt, posts are requested to complete 
and return immediately to department HQ. A return self-addressed envelope for the return 
mailing to department was provided. 
 Throughout the year, it is necessary for National to contact its posts regarding 
membership renewals, awards, Dispatch subscriptions, Veterans Affairs or other important 
information. In addition, national receives daily requests for post information from members and 
potential new members, or others who are looking for information about The American Legion 
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at the local level. Maintaining current post information on national's files has become more 
important than ever. 
 The Annual Post Data Report is used by the post to inform the department and national 
headquarters of pertinent information regarding the local post, most importantly, membership 
renewal information. This information will be maintained on national's records and, with 
department approval, may be published on its website (legion.org or myLegion.org) through its 
post locator feature. Please remember to inform department headquarters anytime a change is 
made throughout the year. 
 The Annual Post Data Report must be signed at the bottom of the page by the post 
adjutant or commander. Unsigned reports will be returned for the authorized signature, which 
may cause the deadline for receipt of changes to be missed. 
 The completed Annual Post Data Report must be forwarded to department headquarters 
no later than April 15, 2016 in order for the information to be processed in time for the first 2017 
renewal notice. 
 If there is a subsequent change in the post contact information or a change in the dues 
amount, the post must notify the department headquarters immediately. National headquarters 
will not be responsible for reporting incorrect information if proper notification was not received, 
or if notification was not received in advance of the established deadlines. 
 
Notification of Post and Squadron Commanders and Adjutants: Richard J. Santos 
 
 The Notification of Post and Squadron Commanders and Adjutants form was mailed to 
all posts on March 4. National had eliminated the Notification Card in 2014 and replaced the 
card with the “Notification of Post and Squadron Commanders and Adjutants” form. The 
information for a Sons of The American Legion Squadron Commander and Adjutant were added. 
The data that is requested on the form is for the 2016-2017 Post and Squadron Commanders and 
Adjutants. The post adjutant is to complete this form when all officers (who must be in good-
standing) for the up-coming membership year are known. Therefore, please complete as soon as 
possible with the new commanders and adjutants. 
 
American Legion Riders: Charles Parisan 
 
 As the riding season is upon us, in the monthly meetings with the Chapter Directors, he is 
planning on joint rides and fund raisers. Also, he is working on the annual Riders Convention 
which will be held at the end of April. He hopes that more Chapters participate this year.   
 
Honor & Merit Awards: Bettylou Evans  
 
 She hopes to have a committee meeting, late March or early April.  Changes to the 
criteria need to be done and the committee will take a look at who has worked and deserves the 
awards. Post Commanders, please take a look around your post and try to submit someone for 
the awards. 
 
Innovations Committee: Aleta Krauss 
 
 At the January 30, 2016 DEC meeting, members of the DEC reaffirmed the Innovations 
Committee as an adhoc committee with myself serving as chairman. My suggestion for a 
Department Organizational Assessment Survey as the first step was approved. The goal for the 
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survey is to identify information about the status of our organization currently and how we can 
move forward into the future.  
 Tentative Calendar: 

• March 31 Identify organizational survey for basis of survey design 
• May 21 Request for survey distribution approval from the DEC 

  Survey will be shared with Dept Officers prior to DEC for comment 
• June 1  Survey link provided to target audience 
• July 31  Survey will be closed 
• Sept DEC Demographic & Statistics of Note will be provided 
• Nov DEC Report with data analysis will be provided 
• Jan DEC Report on next steps 

 Target Audience: Because of the Legion family structure, we have an opportunity to do a 
“360” organizational assessment and gain knowledge of how we see our organization from 
within and how our “family” sees the organization from the outside. The survey will available to 
all Legion family for their responses and data will be collected and identified as internal/external.  
 There will be no identifying information collected with the survey responses other than 
the requested demographic information in the survey.  
 To obtain the most information possible, it is important to capture responses from as 
many members as we can. This includes those who might not have access to a pc to complete the 
survey. She will be asking for those of you with pcs to record answers for members who would 
be willing to participate. She will be willing to help with this endeavor also. If you have other 
suggestions to assist with the data collection, please let her know.  
 
Membership: Jeffrey Crouser 
 
 The 2016 Department Membership Awards and Target Dates were approved at the July 
10 DEC meeting. They are attached in Addendums 4 and 5). For the March 8 target date, 
Department did not reach its goal of 95% nor its Big 12 Bid of 92.8%. As of Friday, March 11, 
2016, the Department had 9,758 for 2016, at 91.196% (See Addendum 6). The next target date is 
Monday, April 11, 2016 at 100%. The March 11, 2016 On-Line Credit Report is Addendum 7. 
1,159 members renewed on-line. 34 credits remain to be used. 
 For the February 8, 2016 target date at 90%, the President's Day Awards winners were: 

(1) Robert L. Taylor Post #13  
(2) William T. Spooner Post #17  
(3) Oak Orchard-Riverdale Post #28  

Each Post in each category with highest percentage exceeding designated target date percentage 
received 2 tickets to Post for distribution to the 2016 National Commander's Banquet. 
 For the March 8, 2016 target date at 95%, The American Legion Birthday, the winners of 
$200 and $100, respectively were: 

(1) Robert L. Taylor Post #13 - $200 and First State Post #29 - $100 
(2) William T. Spooner Post #17 - $200 and David C. Harrison Post #14 -$100 
(3) No Winners  

 At the National level as of March 9, 2016, the Department is in 9th Place with 9,757 
members and at 91.187%. 
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District Revitalization: 
 
 There will be Kent District Revitalization, March 30 to April 1. Walter L. Fox Post #2 
will be HQ for the effort. DSO Joseph Houghton will be available. Sean Sparks is national staff 
assigned. He arrives March 29. March 30-31 is 10 AM to 4 PM and April 1 is 10 AM to 1 PM. 
Kent District Commander James Cole was requested to ensure district posts are ready to help and 
have plenty of callers. 
 
National Membership Incentives and Awards: 
 
 Gold and Silver Brigade Award: Delaware Legionnaires who recruit 50 or more new 
members (transfers do not count as new members) into The American Legion by the May 9, 
2016 target date qualify for The American Legion’s Gold Brigade award. Brigade members will 
receive a Gold Brigade patch, a special Gold Brigade cap pin, a Gold Brigade certificate, and a 
designer jacket or polo shirt or sweater with a Gold Brigade logo. Second time/repeat Gold 
Brigaders will receive a Gold Brigade patch and certificate, a hash mark for a jacket sleeve, and 
a designer jacket or polo shirt or sweater with a Gold Brigade logo.  
 A Gold Brigader who has won the award for five consecutive years is eligible for a 
distinctive Gold Brigade blazer. And a Gold Brigader who has earned the award for at least six 
consecutive years or more is eligible for a $150 check and a Legion cap with the inscription 
"Master Recruiter." 
 A Legionnaire who recruits 25-49 new members (transfers do not count as new members) 
into The American Legion by the May target date qualify for the Silver Brigade award. 
 
Post Excellence Award: 

 
 The Post Excellence Award program honors posts that show excellence in membership 
participation, youth activities, community service, and support to veterans and U.S. troops. 
Criteria: 
•  Membership. Post membership must be at least one member more than the previous year. A 

post officer must attend district meetings. 
•  Youth activities. The post must sponsor and actively participate in at least one primary youth 

program: Boys State, Legion Baseball, Oratorical Contest, Boy Scouts of America or Junior 
Shooting Sports. 

•  Community service. The post must organize a community service project that involves 
members of the Legion, Auxiliary or Sons of The American Legion. A monetary donation 
may only be one part of a project. 

• Service to troops or veterans. The post must organize a project supporting troops or veterans 
(for example, Family Support Network or Operation Comfort Warriors) that involves 
members of the Legion, Auxiliary or SAL outside the post. A monetary donation may only 
be one part of a project. 

 Certification. District commanders must certify posts as having fulfilled the four 
specified criteria, and submit a list of the post's name, number, address and commander's name to 
department headquarters. If possible, accompany with copies of press releases submitted to local 
media that raise awareness for the projects and enhance the Legion's public image.  
 Awards. Each qualifying post, as well as district commanders whose districts have at 
least 50 percent of posts reach certification, will receive a certificate of recognition. For 
additional information, go to www.legion.org/commander/postexcellence. The Department of 
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Delaware was proud of Oak Orchard-Riverdale Post #28 a couple of years when the post was 
awarded a Post Excellence Award. 
 
National Commander’s Honor Ribbon: 
 
 During the 2015-2016 membership year, American Legion National Commander Dale 
Barnett will award his National Commander Honor Ribbon to any American Legion Family that 
achieves 100 percent membership by May 30, 2016. For this award, the Legion Family is defined 
as a post and any combination of an Auxiliary unit, Sons squadron or Legion Riders chapter. 
Each branch must achieve 100 percent membership to qualify for the award. The National 
Commander Honor Ribbon incentive program will end May 30, 2016, or when supplies are 
exhausted. Download the form online: www.legion.org/commander/ribbon. 

 
Recruiters to be Honored with Duty, Honor, Country Pin: 
  
 During the 2015-2016 membership year, American Legion National Commander Dale 
Barnett will award his national commander pin to any Legion Family member who obtains three 
new members into the Legion. A new member is any eligible person joining for the 2016 
membership year who was not a member of The American Legion during the 2015 membership 
year. Each member listed must be eligible for membership in The American Legion. Forward 
names of SAL members or Auxiliary members to your detachment or unit for use in their 
respective incentive programs. To maintain the integrity of the national commander's pin 
incentive program, only one pin will be awarded per individual. Upon receipt, national 
membership staff will confirm the names and mail the pin directly to the person who earned it. 
Commander Barnett's pin incentive program will end June 30, 2016, or when supplies are 
exhausted. Go to www.legion.org/commander/pin. 
 
Become a Paid Up For Life Member: 

 
 American Legion members interested in the discounted Paid Up For Life (PUFL) 
program can easily join online at www.Legion.org/pufl. Legionnaires who become a PUFL 
member will avoid any future increases to membership dues and will never have to pay annual 
dues or receive renewal notices. A Paid Up For Life membership cost quote can be provided 
online by entering a name and Legion membership ID number. For those who do not have an ID 
number, one can be obtained by calling customer service at (800) 433-3318. 
 
National American Legion College: Richard J. Santos  
 
 The application for the 2016 National American Legion College, scheduled for October 
23-28, 2016, at National HQ, Indianapolis, IN. The one allowed student shall be eligible for 
membership in The American Legion from Lebanon/Grenada (August 24, 1982 – July 31, 1984) 
forward. A candidate from “other” war era may be considered based upon the department’s 
successful submission of a candidate with service during or after the Lebanon/Grenada period. 
Candidates from earlier eras are limited by the availability of seats. If any Legionnaire is 
interested, please review the application requirements. If anyone qualifies, fill out the application 
as soon as possible and return to Department HQ. All applications shall be at National HQ by 
July 31, 2016. But if anyone is interested, he strongly recommends that the application is 
submitted as soon as possible, do not wait. Please contact Department HQ for an application.  
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Department 501(c)(3) Organization: Richard J. Santos  
 
 The DEC approved formation of a 501(c)(3) subsidiary corporation. “Delaware American 
Legion Foundation, Inc.” was selected as the name. The Department Judge Advocate was 
advised of the name selection and he now could proceed with completing the filing for a 
Delaware 501(c)(3) corporation. The Department will need to submit a request to the National 
Judge Advocate on the formation of the subsidiary corporation. Documents needed for the 
National Judge Advocate are the Articles of Incorporation and the Corporation By-Laws.  
 
Department HQ Renovations; Richard J. Santos 
 
 Renovations to the HQ building continues. Department property remains stored in a POD 
on the property. Expenses to date are more than $600. Renovations are expected to be completed 
by June 1. 
 
Legionnaire’s Insurance Trust (LIT): Richard J. Santos, Trustee 
 

 
 

 The Legionnaire Insurance Trust (LIT) is the Department’s “sponsored” insurance 
program. The LIT has been protecting Legionnaires and their loved ones for nearly 50 years. 
Founded in 1965, the non-profit Legionnaire Insurance Trust is comprised of 48 Departments of 
The American Legion representing some two million members. For nearly five decades, the 
Legionnaire Insurance Trust has been your Department’s endorsed insurance program.  
 The LIT offers Supplemental Health and Accident Plans. Their years of experience and 
their valued partnership with Legionnaires has allowed them to customize their programs and 
products to better serve members’ needs. The LIT’s priority is helping Delaware Legionnaires to 
find the right solution for their insurance needs. They are committed to serving the unique 
insurance needs and offer a wide range of insurance solutions designed to protect you, your 
family and your health. One unique program is LegionCare, a no cost accident coverage. 
 As a Legionnaire in good standing (current year’s dues paid), you are eligible for 
LegionCare, a “No Cost Accidental Death Protection,” that is guaranteed to all Legionnaires. 
This base benefit is an important benefit extended to valued members – compliments of the 
Department of Delaware. You cannot be turned down, no matter how dangerous your job or how 
often you travel. Plus, it pays benefits regardless of any other coverage you have, as well as 
disabling injuries. But it is not automatic – you have to activate it. 
 Every time you step into your car to go to your monthly Post meeting, you can rest 
assured your LegionCare benefits are on duty. And this is true if you travel for any Legion 
function – Post, District, Department or National meetings, fundraisers, softball events, or any 
event conducted for Legion business. That's because once you enroll in LegionCare, you are 
covered for $5,000.00 in Accidental Death Protection. Your loved ones will receive a check for 
$5,000.00 if you suffer a fatal covered accident while you are traveling to or from any event 
conducted for Legion business. 
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 You are also covered for $1,000.00 in protection for all other covered accidents, all at no 
cost to you. There are no strings attached and you pay nothing for this benefit. But your 
confirmation is required for full activation. 
 Your family or beneficiary will collect cash benefits regardless of any other insurance 
and you cannot be singled out for a premium increase. Most important of all, this valuable 
accident protection is issued through The Legionnaire Insurance Trust and endorsed by the 
Department of Delaware. When it comes to protecting your family's economic security, you 
shouldn't rely on strangers. Get the insurance that was carefully examined and endorsed by the 
Department of Delaware. Sign up today for the protection especially designed to help protect 
your family in case of your death. 
 How do I confirm these no cost privileges? Just complete the 100% secure online 
confirmation form. Once your confirmation is submitted, The LIT will finalize your LegionCare 
benefit file right away. Because this plan is offered to you on a guaranteed basis, there is no long 
form with complicated health questions to worry about. No medical exam is required. Just fill 
out the short form on this website to activate LegionCare today,  
 This program is intended to provide coverage for accidents, and is not intended to cover 
any loss resulting from: 
• Suicide; self-inflicted injury, while sane or insane; 
• Sickness, disease, bodily or mental infirmity or medical or surgical treatment thereof, or 

bacterial or viral infection; 
• Use of any drugs or chemical substances not prescribed or taken as directed by a doctor; 
• Loss while driving intoxicated or under the influence of alcohol or a controlled substance; 
• War or act of war (declared or undeclared); 
• Commission or attempt to commit a felony; participation in a riot or insurrection; 
• Travel or flight in any aircraft (including getting in or out, on or off) being used for test or 

experimental purposes, by or for any military authority; 
• Insureds are not covered if they are serving as a pilot or crewmember or while they are hang-

gliding, parasailing, or parachuting; participation in any organized race or speed contest; or 
• Loss occurring more than 90 days after a covered accident. 
 LegionCare will become effective upon receipt of your application by the Administrator. 
You cannot be singled out for cancellation, a benefit decrease, or an increase in your premiums, 
if Additional Benefits are purchased, due to a change in your health or occupation. Your benefits 
will continue in full force as long as you pay your premiums on time, remain a Legion member 
in good standing, and the master policy remains in force. 
 Your beneficiary for Additional Benefits will be the first surviving class of spouse, 
children, parents, siblings, or insured's estate. The beneficiary of any proposed insurance on your 
Spouse or Children is you. You may change your beneficiary at any time by notifying the 
Legionnaire Insurance Trust headquarters in writing. 
 The LIT administrator is the Association Group Insurance Administrators aka AGIA, Inc. 
Mailing address for AGIA is P.O. Box 26720, Phoenix, AZ 85068. To learn more about your 
Department’s insurance products and services please call 1-800-810-8369. 
 Important reminder, LegionCare coverage is not automatic. You have to activate it. Your 
confirmation is required for full activation. Just fill out the short form on The LIT website to 
activate LegionCare today. There is a link to The LIT on the Department of Delaware’s website 
at http://www.delegion.org/. Or, you may go directly to The LIT website at 
https://www.thelit.com. Go to the right side of the web page and below center and click on “No 
Cost LegionCare.” Fill in the required information and you are registered. 
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 The goal is to ensure that every Legionnaire activates this protection. Below is a table 
with the number of registered by post. The Department has 2,318 as of February 29, 2016. 

Post Members Signed Up Percentage

Unknown 34

Delaware Post #1 59 2 3.39%

Walter L. Fox Post #2 2,017 198 9.82%

Milford Post #3 77 14 18.18%

HQ Post #4 514 28 5.45%

Henlopen Post #5 315 68 21.59%

Nanticoke Post #6 473 208 43.97%

Callaway-Kemp-Raughley-Tee Post #7 421 45 10.69%

Sussex Post #8 100 22 22.00%

Lt. J. Allison O'Daniel Post #10 463 130 28.08%

Diamond Post #11 2 2 100.00%

Brandywine Post #12 36 20 55.56%

Robert L. Taylor Post #13 61 13 21.31%

David C. Harrison Post #14 305 16 5.25%

Glen Rayne Post #15 23 9 39.13%

William T. Spooner Post #17 400 115 28.75%

Richard C. DuPont Post #18 372 121 32.53%

Laurel Post #19 336 137 40.77%

Milton Post #20 13 4 30.77%

Laurence Roberts Post #21 65 41 63.08%

Dagsboro Post #24 370 92 24.86%

Middletown Post #25 264 77 29.17%

Charles E. Durney Post #27 93 2 2.15%

Oak Orchard/Riverdale Post #28 2,885 716 24.82%

First State Post #29 55 20 36.36%

Joseph B. Stahl Memorial Post #30 515 177 34.37%

Prattis-Deshields Post #37 15 3 20.00%

Selbyville Post #39 15 4 26.67%

Department Total 10,264 2,318 22.58%  
      
Diamond State Post #11: Kenneth Whitman  
 
 He reported that he obtained a verbal bid to demolish the building in the amount of 
$25,000 from Harry Caswell, Inc., Mechanical Contractor. There are several issues with the 
demolition and one is asbestos shingles on the roof and the second would be the fill-in of an 
underground cesspool tank and the building’s masonry foot print. Special demolition processes 
need to be taken and increase the expense. There are not any water, sewer, or electrical hookups. 
He is proceeding to obtain a written second bid and as well as asking Carswell for their bid in 
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writing. NEC Whitman is obtaining an appraisal of the property from a Delaware certified 
appraiser. 
 
Selbyville Post #39 Sale of Property: Richard J. Santos 
 
 He met with the post membership and Ms. Dawn Hudson of Vickie York Realty on 
March 9, 2016. The post is selling their real estate and single family dwelling, located at 36810 
DuPont Blvd., Selbyville, DE 19975. The lot consists of 1.38 acres with public sewer and water; 
has 200’ of frontage on U.S. Route 113, and is zoned commercial use. The property, parcel 533-
9.00-22.00, is located in Sussex County and the town of Selbyville. The property is mortgage 
free. A check with Sussex County Land Records indicate that no tax liens exist. County appraisal 
is $22,800. 
 The post has 16 members in good standing. The membership was notified of the sale. 
Post members in attendance were Commander Butch Kushela, Finance Officer Joe Madara, and 
members, Clarence Tingle, Jeff Lathbury, James Bracken and Herman Parson. The members 
voted to approve the sale to RH Olsen Holdings, LLC for $100,000. Copy of the sale agreement 
is on file with Department HQ. 
 The building on the property is a dis-repair, vacate, single story, wood framed, and gable 
shingle roof. The siding is asbestos shingles. Original offer was $135,000. But to demolish the 
structure and with asbestos abatement issues, the offer was reduced to $100,000.  
 Adjoining parcels 21 (1.38 acres) and 20 (1.38 acres) were recently sold for a total of 
$235,000 with no demolition and asbestos abatement issues. 
 He recommends approval by the Department Executive Committee toward the sale of 
Selbyville Post #39 property at 36810 DuPont Blvd., Selbyville, DE 19975 in the amount of 
$100,000 to RH Olsen Holdings, LLC. 
 Motion by Kenneth Whitman and seconded by James Lafferty to approve the sale of 
Selbyville Post #39 property at 36810 DuPont Blvd., Selbyville, DE 19975 in the amount of 
$100,000 to RH Olsen Holdings, LLC. Motion passed. 
 
Nanticoke Post No. 6, Holding Company: Richard J. Santos  
 
 Department Adjutant Santos reported that he continues to meet with representatives of 
American Legion Nanticoke Post 6, Inc. and Nanticoke Post No. 6, Holding Company toward 
the dissolving of the holding company and have all holding company assets transferred into the 
name of American Legion Nanticoke Post 6, Inc. The representatives are cooperating but no 
plans have been forwarded. 
 
Charles E. Durney Post #27: Richard J. Santos and Jeffrey Crouser  
 
 Vice-Commander Crouser reported that he continues to work with Post #27 on new 
Constitution & By-Laws and the formation of an Auxiliary unit, an American Legion Rider 
chapter, and a Sons of The American Legion squadron. None of the members had a copy of a 
Post Constitution & By-Laws. The Post is working on incorporation, an EIN, approving a 
Constitution & By-Laws, and transfer of Durney Club, Inc. assets into the name of the post. 
Department Adjutant Santos has prepared a draft for a new Constitution & By-Laws and Vice-
Commander Crouser has delivered the document. 
 On March 8, 2016, he chaired a meeting of the post since there were no officers to run the 
meeting and no Post Constitution & By-Laws to follow. Rebecca Crouser acted as the secretary 
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to do the Minutes of the meeting. A Commander was elected and an Adjutant appointed: Michael 
Williamson, Commander, and Ron Wilson, Adjutant. 
 

LEGISLATIVE  
 

Legislative Committee: Lyman Brenner 
  
 On February 22, 23, and 24, 2016, The American Legion met in Washington, D.C. for the 
Washington Conference, dealing with The American Legion’s legislative agenda. During this 
time period, Legionnaires in attendance received updates and clarifications on the eleven priority 
issues of The American Legion. 
 The first session of the conference was the Legislative Council Meeting. This session 
covered how Legionnaires can influence Congress. The main emphasis of the session was that it 
takes more than one phone call or e-mail to a Congressman on board with the Legion legislative 
agenda. The members of Congress will only do what they see as the desire of the majority of 
their constituents – and if only one person tries they do not see it being important. 
 Day two of the conference was Day on the Hill. The Delaware Legion family met with 
Senators Thomas Carper and Christopher Coons, and the staff of Representative John Carney. In 
all cases, staff took copious notes on the concerns of Delaware’s legion family.    
 The last day of the Conference was National Commander Dale Barnett’s testimony on the 
Hill in front of a joint session of the Senate and House Veterans’ Committees. Members of 
Delaware Legion family arrived 45 minutes early, yet the hearing room was already filled to 
capacity. The hearing was web broadcast and can be heard on The American Legion web page. 
Commander Barnett represented The American Legion well and seemed to impress the Senators 
and Representatives. 
 Department Adjutant Santos thanked Mr. Brenner for straw bossing the visitations. 
 
HB-224: Richard J. Santos  
 
 HB-224 is an act to amend Title 29 of the Delaware Code relating to the Commission of 
Veterans' Affairs. The Office of the Governor, Office of the Secretary of State, and the Director 
and Chairman of the Delaware Commission of Veterans Affairs were in contact with HQ on The 
American Legion’s opposition to HB-224. Besides The American Legion in opposition to the 
bill, as drafted and passed by the House, the VFW was opposed.  
 At the January DEC meeting, a position was taken toward our opposition as drafted:  

1. No issue on reducing the number of commissioners from 17 to 15. 
2. No issue with the makeup of 5 at large commissioners and 10 commissioners, 

representing statewide VSOs within the State of Delaware. 
3. Issue with “veteran …. in the U.S. Armed Forces, Delaware National Guard or 

Reserves…” 
4. Issue with … “minimum period of 2 years …” 
5. Issue:  Presently, 13 VSO commissioners. Where is reassurance that The American 

Legion does not lose one of the ten VSO commissioner seats in the drawn down from 13 
VSOs to 10. 

 A meeting was held with Representative Earl Jaques, VFW representatives and the 
chairman and executive director of the Delaware Commission of Veterans Affairs on February 4, 
2016, at Walter L. Fox Post #2. The Department of Delaware was represented by Commander 
Gallagher, Vice-Commander Crouser, and him. 
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 Attached is the latest re-draft of HB-224 (See Addendum 8). One issue remains: Including the 
National Guard is the right thing to do. However, eligibility to serve on the commission shall be a result of 
Title 10 active federal service, not a result of Title 32 service with the Guard. The bill is not clear on the 
issue. 
 

MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Delaware Legionnaire: Bettylou Evans 
 
 Cutoff date for next issue is June 12, 2016. She requested that everyone have their 
articles and pictures in a few days earlier so she can have the paper out prior to the Department 
Convention. If someone has more than two photos, they need to send to her on a DVD. This 
issue will include the national commander’s visit, the national Auxiliary president’s visit, new 
post officers, and the Washington Conference. She had to leave out a lot of material in the last 
issue. The amount of material from four to three issues is overwhelming and causing her to leave 
out important articles. The proposed FY-2017 budget will provide for four issues. 
 She also asks department committee chairpersons to submit articles for the Legionnaire 
on the programs that they oversee. The everyday Legionnaire is not subject to most of the 
information available on Legion programs. 
 The Department Adjutant thanked Ms. Evans for her efforts on an excellent issue in 
January. 
 
Website Committee: Roy Lamberton 
 
1. The Department Web site is operating and is updated regularly.  
2. The Web site averages about 1,400 unique visitors a month, each averaging 1 ½ visits each, 

but the number of pages viewed is increasing as are the total number of hits. 
3. According to Facebook, the Department Page reached 886 (up 40%) people over the past 28 

days. 
4. The American Legion Auxiliary is also in the design process. They have a hosting area on 

the main Delegion.org site for their use. The Sons of the American Legion also has space on 
the site. 

5. We expect that the Delaware Veteran’s Commission will also begin a web presence on the 
DeLegion site, although they already have a state website.  

6. We are not getting any feedback, positive or negative on the interim design. I plan to begin 
the transition to a Content Manager Based system shortly. 

 
National Public Relations Folder: Robert Royland  
 
 He urges posts to obtain the National Public Relations Folders as they contain a wealth of 
information on the mission, purpose, ideals, programs, and accomplishments of The American 
Legion throughout its 97 years of existence. A folder has been provided to the posts that the 
National Commander will visit next week. 
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VETERANS AFFAIRS & REHABILITATION 
 

Department Service Officer: Joseph Houghton 
 

 Since his last report to the Department Executive Committee, six (6) Community 
Outreach visits were conducted. Below is the number of veterans/dependents that were 
assisted/contacted during those visits.   

Millsboro Post #28 (3 Visits) - 12 Veterans/Dependents  
Seaford Post #6 (1 Visits) – 3 Veterans/Dependents 
Dover Post #2 (2 Visits) - 3 Veterans/Dependents 

 Thirty-six (36) claims for service connected/non service connected compensation claims, 
were submitted by the DSO office; below is the breakdown; 

Disability Compensation Claims - 31 
Dependency and Indemnity Compensation (DIC) - 2 
Veterans Non-Service Connected Disability Pension - 1 
Survivors Pension Benefits - 0 
Veterans Status of Dependent Claims - 2 

 Answer/responded to 421 telephone inquiries since the last DEC meeting. 
 Since his last report, the Wilmington VA Regional Office has awarded $289,495.25 in 
service connected/DIC/Survivors benefits/non-service connected disability pension and/or 
retroactive compensation payments to American Legion veterans and/or their dependents of the 
State of Delaware.  
 He attended American Legion Service Officer Training in Washington DC. 
 
VA&R Committee: Lyman Brenner 
 
 The next VAVS meeting will be on Monday, March 14 at 1:30 PM. The Department will 
receive a copy of the meeting notes to be distributed to posts. The notes will include what VAVS 
needs to assist the hospitalized veterans and their instructions to the volunteers. 
 
VAMC Elsmere Carnival: Raymond Abbott 
 
 He reported the Carnival is May 14, 2016 with a rain date of May 15, 11:30 AM to 2:00 PM. 
 
National Veterans Wheelchair Games: Raymond Abbott 
 
 The 36th National Veterans Wheelchair Games (NVWG) will be held in Salt Lake City, 
UT, June 27 – July 2, 2016. The National Veterans Wheelchair Games (Games) is the largest 
annual wheelchair multi-sport and rehabilitation event in the world. The Games are open to U.S. 
military service veterans who use wheelchairs due to spinal cord injuries, certain neurological 
conditions, amputations or other mobility impairments. The Games are committed to fostering 
better physical and mental health for veterans with disabilities through sports competition.  
 The Games are co-presented by the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) and the 
Paralyzed Veterans of America (PVA) annually and will kick-off in Salt Lake City on June 27th 
and continue for six action-packed days of competition and camaraderie. 600 athletes will 
compete in 19+ sporting events, such as basketball, quad rugby, power soccer, softball, 
swimming, bobsledding and weightlifting to name a few. 
 Goals of the NVWG are: 
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• Improve the quality of life for veterans with physical disabilities 
• Promote greater independence and functional skills through wheelchair sports and 

recreation 
• Provide education and training for clinicians specializing in treatment of spinal cord 

injury/disease, amputations, MS and neurological disorders. 
• Initiate camaraderie by matching newly injured veterans with returning veteran 

athletes who have previously participated in the Games. 
 The Games will provide several opportunities for sponsors to engage with leadership 
from the Department of Veteran Affairs, Department of Defense, and Paralyzed Veterans of 
America as well as other national and local business leaders. Typically 600 veteran athletes 
compete and about 3,000 to 4,000 participate (VA and PVA employees, family members of the 
veteran athletes, corporate partner volunteers and the general public). 
 The majority of the sporting events, opening and closing ceremonies and VIP events will 
take place in the Salt Palace Convention Center across the street from the Marriott at City Creek 
(designated corporate sponsor hotel). The remainder of the events will be located at various sites 
in the Salt Lake City area. 
 The Games depends on the assistance of thousands of volunteers in order to provide a 
safe and positive experience for our veteran athletes. Through sponsorship, corporate sponsors 
may choose to invite their employees to volunteer one day or several times during the week or 
support as “fans in the stands.” Volunteers will be inspired as they assist the athletes to achieve 
their personal best. Sporting events and opening and closing ceremonies are free and open to the 
public to attend. 
 Salt Lake City’s experience in hosting the 2002 Olympic and Paralympic Games will 
mean streamlined transportation and access to hotels and venues. Lodging will be in close 
proximity to Games’ venues. 
 He has volunteered to drive the VAMC Elsmere athletes’ equipment and gear to Salt 
Lake City. He is looking for sponsors to fund the transportation, lodging, and food expenses for 
the 12 plus days of travel to, from and while in Salt Lake City.  
 Motion by Kim Endres and seconded by Edward Colaprete to approve $500 from budget 
line item 75280 to assist in the expenses for Mr. Abbott to transport the VAMC Elsmere athletes’ 
equipment and gear to Salt Lake City toward transportation, lodging, and food expenses for the 
12 plus days of travel to, from and while in Salt Lake City. Motion passed. 
 Vice-Commander Crouser reminded all posts that they can use the 40% contribution 
money from their video lottery machines to support the 36th National Veterans Wheelchair 
Games and such sponsorship that Mr. Abbott’s seeks; ear mark it “American Legion Programs.” 
 
America’s VetDogs: MaryAnna Moderhak 
 
 She saw a presentation by a representative of America’s VetDogs – The Veteran’s K-9 
Corps on “Service Dogs.” The organization is located at 371 East Jericho Turnpike, Smithtown, 
NY 11787-2976. Their program primarily serves veterans with a service dog who have been 
honorably discharged from U.S. military service. “Service Dogs” pick up dropped articles, 
retrieve articles off high counter tops, open doors, and turn light switches on and off. They can 
provide balance and pull a wheelchair. There is no charge to the veteran for the dog and expenses 
for the 12 day training session. A person who has a documented disability, defined under the 
Americans with Disabilities Act as “a physical or mental impairment that substantially limits one 
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or more major life activities” is eligible for a service dog.  
 She has provided the Department Adjutant with America’s VetDogs – The Veteran’s K-9 
Corps brochure (See Addendum 10) and other informational materials. They will be made part of 
the Minutes as an addendum. She encourages posts who may want to donate to America’s 
VetDogs – The Veteran’s K-9 Corps. 
 

SPECIAL MOTION 
 

Motion by Richard Jefferson and seconded by James Cole to receive and file all reports except 
for those requiring action. Motion passed. 

  
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
 The next Department Executive Committee meeting is Saturday, May 21, 2016, 11:00 
AM, at Nanticoke Post #6, 230 Front Street, Seaford, Delaware 19973. 
 Commander Gallagher called upon Ron Sigal, 1st Vice-Commander, Dagsboro Post #24. 
Sigal welcomed the department leaders and indicated that a little repast will follow the meeting. 

Department Adjutant Santos thanked the officers and committee chairs for submitting 
their DEC reports in advance to him. This will permit the Minutes of the meeting to be published 
on Monday, March 14. 

Department Adjutant Santos urges posts to put the DEC Minutes on post bulletin boards 
to allow the Blue Cap Legionnaire the opportunity to read the actions, issues, and workings of 
their Department. There are not any items of confidentiality in the Minutes; so share them with 
the membership. 

 
TECHNICAL MOTION 

 
 A motion by and seconded by that instructs the Department Adjutant to review the 
Minutes of the Department Executive Committee meeting, make any necessary corrections 
without changing the intent of the Department Executive Committee, and proceed to edit and 
distribute the Minutes. Motion passed. 

 
CLOSING CEREMONIES 

 
 Closing ceremonies were completed per the Officer’s Guide and Manual of Ceremonies 
with Wayne Hicks, Chaplain, giving the Benediction. Commander James Gallagher declared the 
Department Executive Committee meeting of the Department of Delaware, The American 
Legion, Inc. adjourned at 12:20 PM. 
 The Minutes were recorded and prepared by Richard J. Santos, Department Adjutant. 
 

 
     Richard J. Santos 



Addendum 1 
 

Election Year Reminders on Partisan Politics and Voting 
 
 Article II, Section 2, of the constitution of The American Legion states, “The American 
Legion shall be absolutely nonpolitical and shall not be used for the dissemination of partisan 
principles nor for the promotion of the candidacy of any person seeking public office or 
preferment.” The National Charter, approved by Congress, also stipulates The American Legion as 
an organization that is nonpolitical. The term “nonpolitical” been interpreted by the National Judge 
Advocate as “nonpartisan” in modern terms. The American Legion is al-lowed by Congress to 
lobby for veterans benefits and a strong United States of America Therefore, The American Legion 
as an organization, is prohibited from contributing, helping or endorsing a candidate; however, a 
member, as a private citizen, and not representing the organization, can employ whatever legal and 
ethical means to advance his or her candidate.  
 The Legion cap is considered the official Legion uniform and it is not an individual Legion 
member’s decision on the appropriate usage of the cap and emblem. When attending a political 
event, The American Legion cap, or any clothing with the emblem visible, should be removed so as 
not to imply endorsement by The American Legion. Failure to do so may cause those who see the 
emblem or name worn at in improper location, such as a partisan rally, to incorrectly assume Legion 
endorsement.  
 When using post facilities to host candidates, post should remove the emblem and Legion 
flag to avoid any impression of endorsement. Candidates for all parties must be presented equal 
opportunity at the same time to use the facilities on the same terms and conditions as other 
competing candidates.  
 Financial contributions offered by candidates for political office, campaigns, political action 
committees or political parties to The American Legion should be politely declined. Accepting 
these contributions may be perfectly legal, but The American Legion must avoid any perception of 
supporting any candidate or political party.  
 The American Legion values its independence and effectiveness on veterans’ issues. This 
stance is best maintained by neutrality on individual candidates or political parties. The American 
Legion by legal definition is non-partisan and supports only issues which impact the Four Pillars of 
the organization.  
 Although we must avoid partisan politics, The American Legion strongly urges all eligible 
citizens to register to vote and to cast their ballots in ALL elections at ALL levels through the 
Legion’s Get Out the Vote (GOTV) program.  
 To assist individuals and posts with GOTV efforts, the Americanism Commission publishes 
Get Out the Vote and Vote America. Both are available for free at www.legion.org/publications. 
More information and samples of news releases and public service announcements or to share your 
post’s GOTV success stories visit  
www.legion.org/vote. 
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Addendum 2 
Print Legibly 98th Annual Department Convention Program Book        $1.00 per Name 

Post Name to be listed in Program Book Under: 
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Names that cannot be read by the Convention Book Chairman may not be printed or printed correctly 

Date Rcvd by Dept:  Submitted By:   
Amt Rcvd by Dept:  Amount Remitted:  
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Addendum 3 
 

CONVENTION PROGRAM BOOK AD FORM 
 
 
The 98th Annual Department Convention is scheduled for July 14-15, 2016, at the Dover Downs 
Hotel & Casino, 1131 N Dupont Highway, Dover, DE 19901.  A 98th Annual Department 
Convention Program Book will be published and distributed to the delegates and guests.  Like 
most activities in The American Legion, the convention is a self-supporting activity.  Districts, 
posts, units, squadrons, chapters, past commander and president associations, and candidates for 
office are encouraged to purchase an ad.  Also, post business associates and outside vendors may 
take an ad. Each outside organization or business will receive a copy of the booklet. 
 
 * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
Email the ad copy to convbook@delegion.org in Microsoft Word© format if possible, otherwise 
mail the ad copy with the form and payment. Fill out the form and return it with ad copy and 
payment to Convention Program Book, P.O. Box 383, Camden, DE 19934-0383, no later than 
June 8, 2015. Make checks payable to the Department of Delaware. 
 
Name: __________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ___________________________________________________ Tel: _________________ 
 
Address: ________________________________________ State: ___________ Zip: ___________ 
 
 
Size of Ad - Check One: Full Page $125 ___ Half Page $65 ___ Business Card $25 ___ 
 
Check Amount: _____________Check Number: __________ Ad Copy: __Attached__Emailed 
 
Contact Name for Ad Copy Questions: ____________________________ Tel #___________ 
 
 
Date: ____________________ Signature: ___________________________________________ 
 
 
 Print Name: __________________________________________ 
 
 
Ad Sold By:_________________________ to be credited to Post No. _____________________ 
 
 

Received by Department:   Date:________  Check# ___________ Amount:________ Deposited:________ 
Ad Copy Received: _______________     Entered in Program Book: ______________               	
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Addendum 4 
 

Department of Delaware - 2016 Membership Awards 
 

Post 100% Goal Award 
 
One Check, payable to the Post for $250, and plaque for 100% of Goal by the cutoff date of May 9, 
2016. 
 

Post 100% Goal Plus Plaques 
 
Cutoff date is May 9, 2016 for plaques in their (4) categories to one Post in each category with the 
highest percentage over their 100% Goal. 
 
Category I 050 to 299 - 15 Posts (Minimum of 50 paid-up 2016 members to be eligible) 
Category II 300 to 399 - 06 Posts 
Category III 400 to 699 - 05 Posts 
Category IV 700 & Up  - 02 Posts 

 
Post 100% Goal Plus Plaque 

 
The Post with the highest percentage of membership over their 100% Goal.  Minimum of 50 paid-
up 2016 members to be eligible. Cutoff date is May 9, 2016. 
 

Post All Time High 
 
All Time High Posts will receive a plaque. Cutoff date is May 9, 2016. 

 
District 100% Goal Award 

 
Check payable to any District for $250 and a plaque that makes 100% of Goal by the cutoff date of 
May 9, 2016. 

District 100% Goal Plus Plaque 

The District with the highest percentage of membership over their 100% Goal. Cutoff date is May 
9, 2016. 

Gold Brigade Award 
 
A member shall qualify for the Gold Brigade Award upon enrolling fifty (50) or more “New 
Members” into The American Legion by the May Target Date of May 9, 2016. It shall not be the 
Department Adjutant’s responsibility for the submission of the awards. The Post Adjutant shall 
submit and certify the award with the new member’s names and six-digit sequence numbers or Post 
card number on Post stationary. Winners of the Gold Brigade Award are not eligible for the Silver 
Brigade Award as a recruiter cannot be awarded both during the same membership year. 
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Word of “Caution,” National checks each and every submission to verify the accuracy of the list of 
new members. If you hand write the list of new members, print legibly and go to MyLegion.org to 
obtain their nine digit member identification number. 

 
Silver Brigade 

 
A member shall qualify for the Silver Brigade Award upon enrolling twenty-five (25) to forty-nine 
(49) “New Members” into The American Legion by the May Target Date, of May 9, 2016.  It shall 
not be the Department Adjutant’s responsibility for the submission of the awards.  The Post 
Adjutant shall submit and certify the award with the new member’s names and six-digit sequence 
numbers or Post card number on Post stationary. 
 
Word of “Caution,” National checks each and every submission to verify the accuracy of the list of 
new members. If you hand write the list of new members, print legibly and go to MyLegion.org to 
obtain their nine digit member identification number. 
 

Top Recruiter 
 
The Department’s top recruiter will receive an American Legion polo shirt.  The cutoff date is May 
9, 2016. 
 

Awards Cutoff Date 
 
Membership Awards Cutoff Date of May 9, 2016 shall be defined as: 
 
1. Membership and full payment of National and Department dues at $24.50 per member 
received by the Department Adjutant by the close of the business day, January 18, 2016 at 4:00 PM 
at Department HQ, 601 Bridgeville Road, Seaford, DE. 
 
2. Membership and full payment of National and Department dues at $29.50 per member, 
January 19, 2016 to May 9, 2016 at 4:00 PM, at Department HQ, 601 Bridgeville Road, Seaford, 
DE (Mailing Address – P.O. Box 930, Seaford, DE 19973-0930). 
 

Department Convention Delegate Strength Cutoff Date 

Convention cutoff date of June 6, 2016 shall be defined as: 
 
1. Membership and full payment of National and Department dues at $24.50 per member 
received by the Department Adjutant by the close of the business day, January 18, 2016 at 4:00 PM 
at Department HQ, 601 Bridgeville Road, Seaford, DE. 
 
2. Membership and full payment of National and Department dues at $29.50 per member, 
January 19, 2016 to June 6, 2016 at 4:00 PM, at Department HQ, 601 Bridgeville Road, Seaford, 
DE (Mailing Address – P.O. Box 930, Seaford, DE 19973-0930).” 
 

Veterans' Day Awards 
 
Target Date - November 10, 2015 for 70% of Goal in three categories:  
 



32  Minutes DEC 2016-03-12 
 
 

(1) Post membership goal of 51 to 250 members 
(2) Post membership goal of 251 to 500 members 
(3) Post membership goal of 501 to 3,500 members 
 

Awards to top two Posts in each category exceeding designated target date percentage. Two awards:  
 

(1) Highest percentage - $200 check in the name of the Post 
(2) Second highest percentage - $100 check in the name of the Post 
 

President's Day Award 
 
Target Date - February 8, 2016 for 90% of Goal in three categories:  
 

(1) Post membership goal of 51 to 250 members 
(2) Post membership goal of 251 to 500 members 
(3) Post membership goal of 501 to 3,500 members 
 

Award to Post in each category with highest percentage exceeding designated target date percentage 
with 2 tickets to Post for distribution to the 2016 National Commander's Banquet 
 

Legion Birthday Awards 
 
Target Date - March 7, 2016 for 95% of Goal in three categories:  
 

(1) Post membership goal of 51 to 250 members 
(2) Post membership goal of 251 to 500 members 
(3) Post membership goal of 501 to 3,500 members 

 
Awards to top two Posts in each category exceeding designated target date percentage.  Two 
awards:  
 

(1) Highest percentage - $200 check in the name of the Post 
(2) Second highest percentage - $100 check in the name of the Post  

 
Armed Forces Day Award 

 
Target Date - May 9, 2016 for 101% of Goal in three categories:  
 

(1) Post membership goal of 51 to 250 members 
(2) Post membership goal of 251 to 500 members 
(3) Post membership goal of 501 to 3,500 members 

 
Two Department Polo Shirts awarded to one Post in each category with highest percentage 
exceeding designated target date percentage. 
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Addendum 5 

 
2016 - DEPARTMENT MEMBERSHIP TARGET DATES 

AND PERCENTAGES OF GOAL 
 

Target Percentage of Goal Target Date  
 
Early Bird 55% September 8, 2015 
 
Fall Meetings 60% October 12, 2015 
                                                             
Veterans Day 70% November 10, 2015 
 
Pearl Harbor Day 80% December 7, 2015 
 
Mid-Winter 85% January 18, 2016 
 
President's Day 90% February 8, 2016 
 
Legion Birthday 95% March 7, 2016 
 
Children & Youth 100% April 4, 2016** 
 
**Membership cards and transfers (MDFs) must be received in Department HQ by April 4, 
2016 in order to have the names of member on the 2017 membership roster. 
 
Armed Forces Day 101% May 9, 2016 
 
Delegate Strength to Department Convention June 6, 2016* 
 
*In order to be included in the Target Date Report, membership transmittals shall be received 
in Department HQ by the Target Date; not post marked, not in the mail, not on the 
membership chairperson's, adjutant's or finance officer's desk. 
 
CUTOFF DATES    RENEWAL DATES 
 

*September 11, 2015 October 2, 2015 
*October 16, 2015 November 16, 2015 
*December 11, 2015 January 8, 2016 
*February 12, 2016 February 26, 2016 
*April 15, 2016 April 27, 2016 
 
*Denotes a Target Date -Transmittals received after this date will not prevent a subsequent 
notice being delivered at or around the renewal date. 
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Addendum 6 
 

Friday, March 11, 2016 

 
 

2 1,977 (113) 1,864 2,085 89.400% (221) 2,037 2,134     39 (221)
3 77 (7) 70 81 86.420% (11) 77 242     3 (11)
7 413 8 421 440 95.682% (19) 422 477     10 (19)
14 305 11 316 328 96.341% (12) 312 489   $  8 (12)

Kent 
District 

 
2,772 

 
(101) 

 
2,671 

 
2,934

 
91.036%

 
(263)

 
2,848

  
60

 
(263)

 
5 304 6 310 331 93.656% (21) 315 336     8 (21)
6 473 (2) 471 496 94.960% (25) 476 595     11 (25)
8 100 (3) 97 106 91.509% (9) 100 189     4 (9)
15 23 (4) 19 25 76.000% (6) 23 131     2 (6)
17 392 25 417 419 99.523% (2) 402 400   $ & 10 (2)
19 334 (21) 313 359 87.187% (46) 343 692     8 (46)
20 13 0 13 14 92.857% (1) 13 138   $  2 (1)
22 9 (1) 8 9 88.889% (1) 9 106     2 (1)
24 367 3 370 386 95.855% (16) 370 409   $  9 (16)
28 2,871 (128) 2,743 2,980 92.047% (237) 2,917 3,260     57 (237)
37 15 5 20 16 125.000% 4 15 46  % $  2 4
39 15 0 15 16 93.750% (1) 15 99   $  2 (1)

Sussex 
District 

 
4,916 

 
(120) 

 
4,796 

 
5,157

 
93.000%

 
(361)

 
4,998

  
117

 
(361)

 

 
 

                       

 

 
 

 2015 
Paid As 

Of 
04/11/15 

 Dept. Target
Date 

04/11/16 
100% 

Plus or 
Minus to 

2015 

2016 2015 As
Of 

07/31/15

All
Time 
High

 Goal Attained  
Post Paid Goal Percent Need G LY ATH Del

         
1 59 (17) 42 63 66.667% (21) 59 2,697    3 (21)
10 457 (12) 445 482 92.324% (37) 463 463    11 (37)
12 35 (3) 32 40 80.000% (8) 36 188    3 (8)
13 61 5 66 65 101.538% 1 61 117 % $  3 1
18 372 (16) 356 391 91.049% (35) 373 398    9 (35)
21 65 (6) 59 69 85.507% (10) 65 274    3 (10)
25 262 5 267 282 94.681% (15) 270 390    7 (15)
27 93 (9) 84 98 85.714% (14) 93 249    4 (14)
29 55 1 56 58 96.552% (2) 55 139  $  3 (2)
30 504 (19) 485 538 90.149% (53) 518 872    12 (53)

New 
Castle 

 
1,963 

 
(71) 

 
1,892 

 
2,086

 
90.700%

 
(194)

 
1,993

  
58

 
(194)

HQ 4 507 (108) 399 523 76.291% (124) 519

Total 10,158 (400) 9,758 10,700 91.196% (942) 10,358

(124) 

235 (942)
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Addendum 7 

   
Tuesday, March 11, 2016 

       

  
Earned 

Credits To 
Date 

Less Credits 
Used To Date 

Credits 
Available 

Post Per 
Capita 

Credit Balance 

Post #             
              

1   2 2 0 $0.50 $0.00
2   245 242 3 $10.50 31.50
3   9 8 1 $10.50 10.50
4   0 0 0 $10.50 0.00
5   35 35 0 $10.50 0.00
6   22 22 0 $5.50 0.00
7   49 47 2 $7.50 15.00
8   7 7 0 $10.50 0.00

10   59 54 5 $11.50 57.50
12   1 1 0 $0.50 0.00
13   0 0 0 $0.50 0.00
14   37 32 5 $10.50 52.50
15   2 2 0 $5.50 0.00
17   47 47 0 $10.50 0.00
18   64 61 3 $5.50 16.50
19   26 26 0 $5.50 0.00
20   1 1 0 $5.50 0.00
21   12 12 0 $0.50 0.00
22   0 0 0 $0.00 0.00
24   42 42 0 $5.50 0.00
25   48 45 3 $10.50 31.50
27   6 6 0 $10.50 0.00
28   390 384 6 $5.50 33.00
29   3 3 0 $5.50 0.00
30   51 45 6 $10.50 63.00
37   0 0 0 $0.50 0.00
39   1 1 0 -$4.50 0.00

           
  1159 1125 34 $311.00
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Addendum 8 
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Addendum 9 
 

2016 Department Convention Shirt 
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Addendum 10 
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